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A classic red rose is the symbol of the Christchurch
Women's Refuge (CWR), one of four refuges in the city.
That's because its safe home, in a confidential location, is
knawn as Rose House.

New patroness Jo Nicholls-Parker, who has a diploma
in aromatherapy, says: “The rose in a therapeutic
environment is supposed to be provoking clarity and
mental stimulus. The aphrodisiac/calming effect is another
connotation on the emotional level, which are really pure
emotions. And it's cleansing too.”

The CWR was the first refuge to be established in New
Zealand 35 years ago, to.care for women and child victims
of domestic abuse. It's now one of 51 refuges linked to

 the National Collective of Independent Women's Refuges.
In the year to July, the CWR responded to more than
3100 phone calls for help. It provided:
safe beds for 59 women and 65
children on*1250 of
their darkest nights.
Only a quarter of its
funding comes from
the government.





