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Canterbury

Are you passionate about social justice and disturbed by the high rate of imprisonment in NZ?   Do you understand that sending people to prison has no impact on levels of crime in society?  

The Howard League for Penal Reform in Canterbury is an independent voluntary organization that provides advocacy on two fronts.    

First, we work to promote open and rational debate on issues of crime, punishment, rehabilitation and alternatives to prison in New Zealand.  This ‘big picture’ advocacy is vital to addressing the misinformation in the public domain about crime and how best to deal with it.  This is our public advocacy role achieved through media interviews, newspaper articles, public speaking and parliamentary submissions. 

Second, we provide information, advice and support to those prisoners and their families who write to/or telephone our office for help. Prisoners and their family members are often poorly informed about prison policy and rules and struggle to get effective help when problems arise.  This is more typically our behind-the-scenes advocacy at the individual/family level. 

The Howard League for Penal Reform in Canterbury was re-launched in 1998 having been active in Christchurch between 1924 and 1975.  Since 2002 we have had an office in the Christchurch Community House at 141 Hereford Street. Since 2005 we have employed a part-time Advocate for 20 hours a week.  Volunteers also assist with office administration.     From May 2010, our Advocate is taking 12 months maternity leave so this will be a fixed term position.

This is a great opportunity to work in a small, highly motivated team on a part-time basis (20 hours).   This role will suit a self-motivated person who has a sound grasp of the issues and politics of penal reform. 

If you are excited by:

· Having a positive impact on public ideas about crime and punishment

· making a difference to the lives of those who have limited rights

· being trusted to manage your workload with support and guidance

· and you have a background in criminology, probation, law, politics, journalism or advocacy

…..then keep looking at the information we provide.

More information and application instructions are available at

www.hrdirection.co.nz/vacancies.html.   

Please do not apply until you have seen this information. 

If you have internet restrictions contact kdunstall@caverock.net.nz  

or telephone 03 3429 785. 
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